sett

In the May issue of Money
magazine, on page 83, there is
information as to why things (the
economy, the energy crisis, the
stock market, etc.) are not as bad
as they were in 1972. As energy is
concerned, the writers explain that
although the price of oil is soar-
ing, Americans are twice as effi-
cient as they were 35 years ago.

What is the plan to be twice
as energy efficient for the next
30 years? It is no longer simply
an environmental theory that we
have passed our peak in regard
to crude oil availability. Now we
need to seek out and develop al-
ternative fuels.

Unfortunately, even with gas
prices hitting close to. $4 per gal-
lon, there is a slow and cautious
reaction to alternative fuels. Much
of this is due to the misinforma-
tion in the media about biofuels.
Biofuel can be derived from corn,
soybeans, palm oil, and used cook-
ing oil and trap grease.

In recent articles in Time mag-
azine and. The New York Times,
the focus is primarily on corn eth-
anol. We will hear a lot about corn
ethanol in the next few months as
the election winds down, but what
about the fuel sources other than
corn? :

1 went to Tri State Biodiesel,

a hew company with headquarters
in Manhattan, to meet with Brent
Baker. Baker started this company
a few years ago, after learning that
a bunch of women, calling them-
selves “The Veggic Babes,” trav-
eled across the country in. a van
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powered by used cooking oil. Bak-
er was already an accomplished
environmentalist, and this new ap-
proach caught his attention.
Today, Tri State Biodiesel will
pick up used cooking oil from
New York restaurants for free. The
oil then gets filtered into biodiesel
fuel, which can be nsed in almost

any diesel engine. This is big news
for New Yorkers, since most of the -

greehhouse gasses that are emitted
in our city come from the boilers
in our buildings (not from our au-
tomobiles).

According to National Re-
newable BEnergy Laboratories, a
research wing of the Department
of Energy, there are 2 to 4 billion
gallons of used cooking oil, and 6
to 8 billion gallons of trap grease
that can be used for biodiesel fuel
each year in the United States. To
put that into perspective, we use
60 billion gallons of diesel fuel
gach year. A tractor-trailer gets
about 5 miles to the gallon with
regular diesel fuel. With biodiesel,
the same tractor-trailer can get 10
to 15 miles per gallon. That al-
most cuts our usage of diesel fuel
in half before having to grow one
additional plant in order to pro-
duce energy. Imagine bringing our
diesel consumption down from 60
billion. gallons to less than 30 bil-
lion gallons. And it butns cleaner.

A recent bill introduced by
Councilman James Gennaro of
Qusens calls for New York City’s
buildings to start at a 5 percent
biodiesel blend, and eventually
reach a 20 percent blend in their

Quick Correction
Last week I wrote about biod-
iesel technology. After.my article
went to print, I realized a few things
that T wished to make clear. Biod-
jesel. fuel is processed, and not fil-
tered, Tractor-trailer trucks, if they
are made to get 10 to 15 niiles per
gallon, and then have their fuel -
blended with biodiesel, can . save

up to 30 billion gallons of fuel each
year. I also mentioned that the state
of Minnesota mandated that build-
ings use biodiese] fuel, when it ac-

 tually mandated that all diesel fuel
be biended with a 2 percent biodie-
-sel blend. This actually makes the
-point of the article stronger, but in
the spirit of full disclosure, 1 want-
_ed to get this straight, since the is-
sue of alternative fuel is extremely

important tome. .
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that the diesel and biod--
iesel oil will blend to-
gether. Baker tells me
that the 20 percent blend
is as far as a boiler can
go without needing
to be enhanced or re-
placed. That will reduce
a great deal of diesel oil
consumption, especially
when our buildings are
causing 79 percent of
the city’s carbon diox-
ide emissions.

Critics of this kind
of ianovation point to
the costs. Biodiesel is
not cheap to produce.

passed the Blender’s
Credit in 2004, which
gives vil companies a tax
credit for blending fuels
and passing the savings
to the consumer.

The American Lung
Association says that
biodiesel is 20 percent
less toxic than regular-
diesel fuel. New York
City’s government is

professor of political science and former
candidate for the New York State Assembly.
He lolds master’s degrees in American gov-
ermment and public administration. Check
here in the Ledger/Star regularly for Itis
views on local and national politics. He can -

Anthony Stast is an adjunct

be reached at
astasi@queensledger.com.

not the only govern-
ment making impor-
tant changes. Minnesota, in May,

.passed legislation to bring their

buildings’ biodiesel usage to 20
percent as well. :

People have challenged the use’
of biofuels, and they-are right to
question it, We do not want to take
inifluence from the oil companies
and hand right over to the agri-
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business companies. Corn ethanol
only gives 1.2 BTUs of energy for
every 1 BTU that it takes to pro-
duce it (and you lose the corn as a
food source), But soybeans yield
a 3.5 to | ratio of energy gained
from energy used to produce it —
and the bean can still be used as a
food sowrce. Biodiesel — cooking
il - gives us 2 5,5 to 1 ratio.

“Biodiesel i§ not the magic
cure to our energy use. We need
to improve and use mass transit.
Habits have to change, and the
rest can be addressed with alterna-
tive fuels,” explains Baker.

While biodiesel is no miracle
cure, it is important to remember
that it costs taxpayers to yemove
used cooking bil and trap grease
anyway. At least if it is used as a
fuel source, the collection of it has
two uses instead of one.

If we can cut down omn ouy
consumption of oil, and use oil
from cooking, soybeans, and oth-
er sources, such as algae, we will
be making our country safer and
less dependent on the Middle East.
and other rogue states. Isn’t that
worth a government 1ax credit or
- subsidy in itself? And since many
underserved and lower income
families ‘live in buildings and
crowded areas, heating buildings
with cleaner fuel will make their
air cleaner~

Right now, the media is con-
fusing all biofuel efforts with the
influence of big agriculture. Peo-
ple do not want to trade Exxon’s
influence for Archer Daniels Mid-
jand’s influence, but not all biofu-
els are the same. Cooking oil and
the soybean alone can put us much
farther ahead in our move away
from foreign oil. - :



